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 Children’s Christmas Eve Service, December 24, 2016  



 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

 We enjoy sharing the Good News of Christmas with our family and friends. On 

this night, it is our prayer that the message compels you to praise God along 

with us for his precious Son. He entered our world with a singular purpose: to 

rescue us from slavery to sin. As the King from heaven came down to earth, he 

broke death’s grip on our eternity. By faith in him, we are free from the fear of 

the grave. We can be certain of our future. Our confidence lies not in our own 

good works, but in his manger stall. He alone, as God made man, opens the door 

to heaven for us. We pray that you will return to worship with us again. 

 

 Large print service folders are available from an usher.  

 

 The pastors, staff, principal, faculty, and their families wish to thank the 

members of St. John’s for all the Christmas cards and gifts received during this 

festive season. Your expressions of love and gratitude for our ministry are 

genuinely appreciated. God bless you for your care and concern. We wish you a 

blessed Christmas and a joyous New Year. 
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 “O Jesus Christ, Your Manger Is” 

Children’s Christmas Eve Service 
 

December 24, 2016 
 

 

 

Preservice Music The First Noel 

St. John’s Piano Students Emma Kammholz 

 

 God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 

 John Handeland 

 

 Still, Still, Still 

 Madison Sipe 

 

 Good Christian Men, Rejoice 

 Jacob Alejandro 

 

 What Child Is This? 

 Isa Lentz 

 

 The First Noel 

 Emma Siegmund 

 

 Angels We Have Heard on High 

 Zoe Buske 

 

 Carol of the Bells 

 Kenzie Schmidt 

 

 Angels from the Realms of Glory 

 Maddie Westfahl 

 

 I Am So Glad When Christmas Comes & Behold, a Branch Is Growing 

 Elli Collyard  
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Junior Handbells Hark, the Glad Sound 

 arranged by Susan Geschke  

 

 Cradle Lullaby 

 by Lynne Hollander  

 

 O Night Divine 

 arranged by Sandra Eithun 

 

Processional Hymn Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 34 

 

C:  Now sing we, now rejoice, now raise to heav’n our voice; 

  He from whom joy streameth poor in a manger lies; 

  Not so brightly beameth the sun in yonder skies. 

  Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art! 

 

 Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to thee. 

 Cheer my wearied spirit, O pure and holy Child; 

 Through thy grace and merit, blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 

 Draw me unto thee! Draw me unto thee! 

 

 Now through his Son doth shine the Father’s grace divine. 

 Death o’er us had reigned through sin and vanity; 

 He for us obtained eternal joy on high. 

 May we praise him there! May we praise him there! 

 

 Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav’nly ground? 

 Where the angels singing with all his saints unite, 

 Sweetest praises bringing in heav’nly joy and light. 

 Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there! 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 

C: You have set your glory above the heavens.  
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M: When I consider your heavens, 

 

C: The work of your fingers, 

 

M: What is man that you are mindful of him, 

 

C: The son of man that you care for him? 

 

M: You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 

 

C: And crowned him with glory and honor. 

 

M: You made him ruler over the works of your hands; 

 

C: You put everything under his feet. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

 Lord God, Heavenly Father, you know how to give good gifts to your children. We are 

gathered together this night to give you thanks for the gift of your Son, born in a manger. Pour 

out your Holy Spirit upon us this evening that our mouths might praise the riches of your grace 

and our hearts be led to cherish your Son’s coming above all other gifts. We ask this in the 

name of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

PART 1: SEEN FROM AFAR BY THE PROPHETS 

 

Narration Gaby Verduzco & Kenzie Schmidt 

  

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. Everything was made for the crown of 

his creation: man and woman. The Lord gave them good food to eat. He created the sun, moon, 

and stars to mark off their seasons. He gave them the gift of each other when he brought them 

together as man and wife. He gave them a simple way to show their love for him. He told 

them, “All of paradise is yours. Simply obey me in this one way: Don’t eat from the tree in the 

middle of the garden.”  
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Narration Nathanael Gaub & Mason Ruh 

 

 The devil gave us sin. Instead of thanking God for all the wonderful gifts he had given them, 

Adam and Eve desired the fruit from the one forbidden tree. Their sin brought death and decay 

into God’s perfect world. The ground now produces thorns and thistles. The sun, moon, and 

stars now mark out the years of man’s sinful life. Marriage was shattered. Paradise was lost. 

Serving God was replaced with slavery to sin. This evening, before we sing our Christmas 

carols, we should examine our hearts and open our mouths to confess our sins. 

 

Congregational Hymn All Mankind Fell In Adam’s Fall 

  Christian Worship 378 

 

 All mankind fell in Adam’s fall;  

 One common sin infects us all. 

 From one to all the curse descends,  

 And over all God’s wrath impends. 

 

 Through all our pow’r corruption creeps   

 And us in dreadful bondage keeps; 

 In guilt we draw our infant breath  

 And reap its fruits of woe and death. 

 

Narration Jonah Rindfleisch & Ethan Rader 

 

 Satan did his best to take God’s creation hostage. But God had made a plan long before the 

beginning of time. Before the Lord ever made an atom, created a single creature, or breathed 

into man the breath of life, he decided to send his Son to save us. While Adam and Eve were 

standing in the garden shaking in their fig leaves with fear, the Lord told the devil: 

 

Recitation 1st & 2nd Grades  

 

 “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will 

crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” (Genesis 3:15) 

 

Narration Isa Lentz & Ashley Rouse 

 

 A Savior from sin was to come into the world. Slowly, throughout the years, the Lord added 

one detail after another to this original promise. Through his prophets, the Lord gave his 

people glimpses of the coming Savior. Jesus’ birth was still seven hundred years in the future 

when God made this promise through the prophet Isaiah:  
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Recitation Kindergarten 

 

  “The LORD himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and will give birth to a son, 

and will call him Immanuel.” (Isaiah 7:14) 

 

Narration Daniel Brown 

 

 The baby in the manger was not your average newborn baby boy. His miraculous virgin birth 

shows us that this baby is the Lord of heaven and earth! Listen to what God proclaimed 

through the prophet Isaiah: 

 

Recitation 3rd & 4th Grades 

 

 To us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And  

 he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

 (Isaiah 9:6) 

 

Narration Bella Ipsa 

 

 God’s Old Testament people even knew where to look for the Lord’s promise to be fulfilled. 

The prophet Micah wrote: 

 

Recitation 5th & 6th Grades 

 

 But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will 

come for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient 

times. (Micah 5:2) 

 

Response to the Word O Come, O Come, Immanuel 

Junior Choir by Natalie Sleeth 

 

 O come, O come, Immanuel,  

 Come now to earth and with thy people dwell, 

 The world awaits from heav’n a holy sign,  

 O come and show to us the light divine. 

 

 O come, O come, Immanuel  

 As age to age the prophets did foretell; 

 Redeemer, come to save us one and all,  

 Be born again in Bethl’hem’s manger stall.  
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 For thy coming we prepare, wisdom from on high, 

 Gracious Spirit, Lord most fair: now to us draw nigh. 

 

 O come, O come, Immanuel,  

 And free thy children, Israel, 

 Be now our hope, our comfort from above,  

 And bless us all with everlasting love; 

 O bless us all with everlasting love. 

 

Narration Bryce Pagel & Timon Fast 

 

 The birth of the Savior in a manger seemed far off in the future. Almost four hundred years 

passed without a single new promise being made. But at just the right time, in just the right 

place, the Lord acted. The time came for the ultimate gift to be given when the angel Gabriel 

came to Mary and made this truly amazing announcement: 

 

Recitation 7th & 8th Grades 

 

 “You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and 

will be called the Son of the Most High.” (Luke 1:31-32) 

 

Narration Ben Haakenson & Michael Ma 

 

 At first, Mary did not know what to think about this angelic news. What would Joseph think? 

What would people say? Gabriel’s words were difficult to believe. But the Holy Spirit gave 

Mary simple trust to believe that with God, all things are possible! 

 

Congregation Hymn The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

  Christian Worship 24 

 

 The angel Gabriel from heaven came,  

 His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 

 “All hail,” said he to meek and lowly Mary,  

 “Most highly favored maiden.” Gloria! 

 

 “I come from heav’n to tell the Lord’s decree: 

 A blessed virgin mother you shall be. 

 Your Son shall be Immanuel, by seers foretold, 

 Most highly favored maiden.” Gloria!  
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PART 2: MADE A BED IN A STABLE 

 

Response to the Word Away in a Manger 

Kindergarten bells 

 

Narration Alyssa Ebeling & Emma Siegmund 

 

 God moves in mysterious ways to proclaim his wonders! That truth is certainly clear in the 

Christmas story. Caesar Augustus wanted a census of his Roman Empire. His call to have the 

people counted for taxation was really the Lord’s plan for Joseph and Mary to go to 

Bethlehem. Caesar Augustus had no idea that his tax plan was being used to fulfill the Lord’s 

promise. 

 

Recitation Kindergarten & 1st Grade 

 

 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 

Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register. So Joseph also went up from the town 

of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the 

house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married 

to him and was expecting a child. (Luke 2:1-5) 

 

Narration Anthony Smith & Gary Gao 

 

 Consider what happened that first Christmas night! The One with no beginning and no end was 

born. The light of the world was born in the darkness. The Lord who sits in the throne room of 

heaven slept in a manger. The Lord who owns heaven and earth now owned absolutely 

nothing. 

 

Recitation 2nd Grade 

 

 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her 

firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no 

guest room available for them. (Luke 2:6-7)  
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Response to the Word A Christmas Lullaby  

Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grades  

 

 Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,  

 The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

 The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,  

 The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

 O Jesu sweet, O Jesu mild, help us to do as thou hast willed.  

 Whate’er we have belongs to thee: oh, may we ever faithful be;  

 O Jesu sweet, O Jesu mild. 

 

 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,  

 But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

 I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky,  

 And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 

 Lullaby, lullaby, lullaby. 

 

PART 3: VISITED BY THE SHEPHERDS 

 

Narration Maddie Westfahl & Zoe Buske 

 

 The September 11, 2001 attack on the World Trade Center in New York was such a significant 

event that the President of the United States went to visit the site called Ground Zero. Jesus’ 

birth in Bethlehem was far more significant. But who showed up? No presidents, kings, or 

emperors were invited. Instead, God gave lowly shepherds the privilege of being Jesus’ first 

visitors. 

 

Recitation Kindergarten – 8th Grades 

 

 There were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 

An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 

were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great 

joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 

Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying 

in a manger. 

 

 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 

saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor 

rests.” (Luke 2:8-14)  
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Response to the Word Angels We Have Heard on High 

3rd & 4th Grades arranged by Trevor Manor 

 

 Angels we have heard on high,  

 Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

 And the mountains in reply  

 Echoing their joyous strains: 

 “Gloria in excelsis Deo!  

 Gloria in excelsis Deo!” 

 

 Shepherds, why this jubilee?  

 Why your joyous strains prolong? 

 What the gladsome tidings be  

 Which inspire your heav’nly song? 

 “Gloria in excelsis Deo!  

 Gloria in excelsis Deo!” 

  

 Come to Bethlehem and see  

 Him whose birth the angels sing; 

 Come, adore on bended knee  

 Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 

 “Gloria in excelsis Deo!  

 Gloria in excelsis Deo!” 

 

 See within a manger laid  

 Jesus, Lord of heav’n and earth! 

 Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,  

 With us sing our Savior’s birth. 

 “Gloria in excelsis Deo!  

 Gloria in excelsis Deo!” 

  

Narration Katie Krause 

 

 The angels told the shepherds what had happened. Their Savior was lying in a manger not far 

away. They could not wait to go to Bethlehem to visit Jesus’ manger.  
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Recitation 5th Grade 

 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s 

go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” So 

they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 

(Luke 2:15-16) 

 

Congregational Hymn Where Shepherds Lately Knelt 

  Christian Worship 54 

 

C: Where shepherds lately knelt and kept the angel’s word, 

 I come in half-belief, a pilgrim strangely stirred; 

 But there is room and welcome there for me, 

 But there is room and welcome there for me. 

 

 In that unlikely place I find him as they said: 

 Sweet newborn Babe, how frail! and in a manger bed, 

 A still, small voice to cry one day for me, 

 A still, small voice to cry one day for me. 

 

 How should I not have known Isaiah would be there, 

 His prophecies fulfilled? With pounding heart I stare: 

 A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me, 

 A child, a son, the Prince of Peace for me. 

 

 Can I, will I forget how Love was born, and burned 

 Its way into my heart unasked, unforced, unearned, 

 To die, to live, and not alone for me, 

 To die, to live, and not alone for me? 

 

Response to the Word Peace, Peace 

Kindergarten – 8th Grade and Congregation arranged by Fred Bock 

 

Choir: Peace, peace, peace on earth and good will to all. 

 This is a time for joy, this is a time for love. 

 Now let us all sing together of peace, peace, peace on earth. 

 

 Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright; 

 Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, so tender and mild. 

 Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.  
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 Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight. 

 Glories stream from heaven afar; heav’nly hosts sing, alleluia; 

 Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior is born! 

 

C: Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 

 Radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

 Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

 

PART 4: GOOD NEWS TO SHARE WITH OTHERS 

 

Narration Elli Collyard 

 

 The shepherds came and worshiped the one who left his heavenly throne for a manger. They 

were excited as they left Bethlehem that night. The shepherds’ joy overflowed out of their 

hearts. News this good had to be shared! They began to tell others what they had seen and 

heard. 

 

Recitation 6th & 7th Grades 

 

 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this 

child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary 

treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they 

had been told. (Luke 2:17-20) 

 

Response to the Word Go Tell the Good News! 

5th – 8th Grades arranged by Jean Anne Shafferman 

 

 Good news! Tell it on the mountain!  

 Good news! Tell it ev’rywhere! 

 Good news! Tell it on the mountain  

 That Jesus Christ is born! 

 

 Go, tell it on the mountain! Over the hills and ev’rywhere! 

 Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

 

 The shepherds tell the story about the holy birth. 

 The angels sing the glory throughout the whole wide earth. 

 Good news! Tell it on the mountain!   
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 Good news! Tell it ev’rywhere! 

 Good news! Tell it on the mountain  

 That Jesus Christ is born. 

 

 Go, tell it on the mountain! Over the hills and ev’rywhere! 

 Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 

 

Narration Isaiah Zhou & Joey Lindert 

 

 About two thousand years ago, the shepherds saw and heard the salvation that was theirs. They 

spread that good news. We also have seen the lovely manger. The Lord has revealed its 

meaning to us. We have sung his praises here in this place. Now we can share the news of the 

manger with those who are not here. When others ask what the manger is all about, we can tell 

them. What joy fills the world that Jesus, the Lord, is born! 

 

Response to the Word Joy to the World 

Junior Choir arranged by Mark Patterson 

 

 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King; 

 Let ev’ry heart prepare him room, and heav’n and nature sing, 

 And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 

 Joy to the world, the Savior reigns! Let us our songs employ; 

 While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, repeat the sounding joy, 

 Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

 He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 

 The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, 

 And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love.  

  

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings 

 are a joyful response of our faith. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering.  
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     We Three Kings 

     Olivia Close, Ally Rhyner, & Lexi Siegmund, guitar 

 

 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 Alyssa Ebeling & Joey Lindert, trumpet; Nathanael Gaub, tenor saxaphone 

 

 Angels We Have Heard on High 

 Elsa Gregory, oboe; Emma Siegmund, flute 

 Grace Marie Theesfeld, clarinet; Gaby Verduzco, violin 

 

 God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 

 Lauren Beck & Nora Gregory, trombone 

 Silas Ebeling & John Handeland, French horn; Riley Rindfleisch, tuba  

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, everlasting Son of the Father, from eternity you fill heaven and earth with 

your presence. Yet out of your great love for us, you once filled a manger. We praise and thank 

you for becoming a man to redeem us from sin. 

 

C: Lord Jesus Christ, gracious Son of the Father, you came to save your people from sin and 

its dreadful consequences. Forgive your children. Strengthen the sick. Heal the hurting. 

Comfort the dying. 

 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, beloved Son of the Father, the riches of the nations belong to you. Accept 

the humble gifts of prayer and adoration that we bring to your manger this night. Bless us with 

faith to see your holy, precious blood as the greatest treasure ever given to man. Keep us in the 

saving faith until one day we see you face to face. 

 

 We also join to pray the prayer you taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.   

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.  
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M: The blessing of the eternal God be upon us: his light to guide us, his presence to unite us. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Response to the Word O Jesus Christ, Your Manger Is 

Kindergarten – 8th Grade Christian Worship 40 

 

 O Jesus Christ, your manger is 

 My paradise where my soul is reclining. 

 For there, O Lord, we find the Word 

 Made flesh for us – your grace is brightly shining. 

 

 The world may hold her wealth and gold; 

 But you, my heart, keep Christ as your true treasure. 

 To him hold fast until at last 

 A crown is yours and honor in full measure. 

 

Recessional Hymn Let All Together Praise Our God 

     Christian Worship 41 

 

C: Let all together praise our God before his highest throne; 

 Today he opens heaven again and gives us his own Son, 

 And gives us his own Son. 

 

 He leaves his heavenly Father’s throne, is born an infant small; 

 And in a manger, poor and lone, lies in a humble stall, 

 Lies in a humble stall. 

  

 A wondrous change which he does make: he takes our flesh and blood, 

 And he conceals for sinners’ sake his majesty as God, 

 His majesty as God. 

 

 For us he opens wide the door of paradise today. 

 The angel guards the gate no more; to God our thanks we pay, 

 To God our thanks we pay. 

 

Postlude  
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Serving at Worship 
 

Minister Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Musicians Mandy Treder, organ & piano 

 Terry Buske, piano 

 Hannah Braun, violin 

 

K5 – 8th Grade Directors Dana Leyrer 

 Mandy Treder 

 

Junior Choir Director Mandy Treder 

 

Junior Handbell Choir Director Julie Handeland 
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St. John’s Holiday Worship Schedule 
 

Saturday, December 24 Service of Lessons & Carols 

 7:00 PM 

 

Sunday, December 25 Christmas Day Festival Worship  

 8:00 & 10:30 AM 

 

Saturday, December 31 New Year’s Worship  

 5:30 PM 

 

Sunday, January 1, 2017 New Year’s Worship  

 8:00 & 10:30 AM 

 

Regular Worship Schedule 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 PM – Worship in English 

 

Saturdays at 7:00 PM – Worship in Mandarin Chinese 

 

Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 AM – Worship in English 

 

Sundays at 9:15 AM – Sunday School & Bible Classes (beginning January 8, 2017) 
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The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 

 
 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Scott Uecker 

scott.uecker@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 pm  Saturdays at 7:00 pm 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 am 

 
sjtosa.org 

sjtosa.org 


